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Monday, March 9 
Early Release Day  12:10pm Dismissal 

Thursday, March 19  
Evening Parent-Teacher Conferences  5-8pm 

Tuesday, March 10  
Spring Picture Day  

Friday, March 20  
NO SCHOOL for students  

Tuesday, March 17 
NO SCHOOL:  Election Day  

March 23-27  
NO SCHOOL:  Spring Break  

 

 
 

Office—847-965-4780 

Fax—847-965-4807  
Attendance Phone 

847-965-1023  

Family Literacy Night 
 
Thanks to everyone that came out to support our Family Literacy Night and Scholastic 
Book Fair.  We had over 200 people come and enjoy an evening of reading, games, snack-
making, arts, crafts and fun!   
 
Here are a few pictures of the event!   
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A Note From the Principal 

 

 Dear Parents, 

 
Washington needs your help! 
Parents have a huge impact on 
how kids use the media.    
Children’s brains are still de-
veloping and malleable. Fre-
quent exposure by so-called 

digital natives to technology is wiring the brain in 
ways very different than in previous generations. 
At Washington, we try to take a balanced approach 
to technology by setting screen limits, monitoring 
what the students are accessing and using technol-
ogy to enhance learning.  
 
Our classroom meetings with grades three and 
above have been focused on the impact of technol-
ogy. We have stressed that it should be used     
appropriately and to enhance learning and relation-
ships. Many students are having a hard time pro-
cessing social problems that arise through social 
media.  
 
Some tips to evaluate the quality of your chil-
dren's digital interactions (which you should do 
regularly): 

 Are they accessing age-appropriate  content?  

 Are the apps they use interactive and               
thought-provoking rather than passive? Not all 
screen time is equal. YouTube videos isn't the 
same as an hour spent in a digital art program. 

 Are the privacy settings for older children's 
social media and other online accounts set to 
restrict what strangers can see and who can 
contact your children?   

 
Set screen time limits to balance online and  
offline activities. Screen times means phones, 
tablets, television, video games, etc. Although 
quality is most important, you'll probably still want 
to set some screen time limits for your family to 
preserve time for activities beyond screens and 
tech. While the debate on exactly how many hours 
kids can spend on their screens before it becomes 
unhealthy rages on, you can draw firm lines for 
tech-free times, such as during dinner, in the car, 
or on school nights. Be sure to collect their      
technology before bedtime.  
 

Yours in Education,  
Kate Anderson 

 
 
 
 

Family STEAM Night  
 

Tuesday, April 7th  6:00-8:00pm  
 

Mark your calendars now!  Bring everyone and    
enjoy an evening filled with lots of fun, learning and 
exploration.  Enter a raffle, explore a variety of Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering, Art and Math sta-

tions.  Come out and see what all the “buzz’ is about 
with this exciting mode of learning.   

 
Spring 2020 Parent Teacher Conferences 

 
Washington School will hold their Spring  
Parent-Teacher Conferences in March.  

 
The dates and times are:  

 
Thursday, March 19:  5:00-8:00pm  

 
Friday, March 20:  8:00-11:00am  

 
These conferences are optional to attend.  Parents are      
always welcome to schedule a time to meet with your 
child’s teacher.  Appointments are 20 minutes long.    

Teachers may contact you directly to  
request an appointment with you and your child.   

 
Parents can book appointments online starting Tuesday, 

February 26 at 5:00pm.  The deadline for  online  
appointments is Monday, March 16th at 10:00pm.  After 

that time, you may contact the office directly at (847) 965-
4780 to make an appointment.  It is recommended that the 

earlier you book an appointment, the easier it will be to  
coordinate the limited time slots that are available.  

Book your appointment HERE 

https://emsd-was.meettheteacher.com/


 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Notes from the Nurse 

 
The situation with the COVID-19 is rapidly evolving.  We are following it closely and will continue to up-
date you as information is shared with us. 
 

What do we know?  Since the virus is very new, health authorities continue to carefully monitor how this 
virus spreads.  The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) is working hard to learn as much 
as possible about this new virus, so that we may better understand how it spreads and causes ill-
ness.  The CDC considers this virus to be a serious health public health concern. Updated travel infor-
mation related to 2019-nCoV can be found at: 
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/notices/warning/novel-coronavirus-china 

Information of the symptoms of 2019-nCoV to date, suggest that this virus causes mild to moderate    
illness and symptoms that are similar to the flu, including fever, cough and difficulty breathing.  As with 
the seasonal flu, there are precautions that we can all take to remain as healthy as possible. 
 

As a reminder to all staff members, students, parents and family members,  we should continue to prac-
tice general flu prevention measures including: 
 

 Practice good hand hygiene and wash your hands often and thoroughly with soap and water for 
at least 20 seconds. Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth with unwashed hands. 

 

 When coughing and sneezing, cover your mouth and nose with a tissue.  You can also cough or 
sneeze into your sleeve, NEVER into your hands. Throw used tissues in the trash and immediately 
wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. 

 

 Avoid sharing drinking glasses, cups, eating utensils, dishes, towels, or other items.  Wash these 
items thoroughly with soap and water after use. 

 

 Avoid close contact with people who are sick whenever possible. 
 

 Practice other good health habits such as:  clean and disinfect frequently touched surfaces at 
home, work or school, especially when someone is ill.  Get plenty of sleep, be physically active, man-
age your stress, drink plenty of fluids and maintain a healthy diet. 

 

Please keep your children home if they are sick.  If you are feeling sick stay home as well.  
Call your doctor and let them know your symptoms and travel history. 
 

Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns. 

 
Terri Bauer, School Nurse  
Tbauer@emsd63.org 
(847) 734-6302 

  

https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/notices/warning/novel-coronavirus-china


Snippets from the Library  
 
Brenda Glenn  
BGlenn@emsd63.org 

Happy almost spring from the Washington Library. We are looking forward to open-window weather 
soon! 

 

 

 

 

Remember, an excellent way to encourage your student to be a reader is to be a reader yourself.  Are you 
interested in reading great youth books that even adults love?  Ask me for suggestions!  

 

In fifth we are reading Ghost by Jason Reynolds.  Castle "Ghost" Crenshaw, a 
troubled troublemaker, is recruited for an elite track team. He must stay on 
track, literally and figuratively, to reach his dream of becoming the world's 
greatest . . . something. Reynolds was recently named National Ambassador 
for Young People's Literature by the Library of Congress. In this role, he will 
focus on "listening and empowering students to embrace and share their own 
personal stories." Ghost is inspiring us to do just that. I love the connections 
students are making to Ghost and all the diverse members of his track team.  

Our Winter Book Club is actually the Jim Aylesworth Book Club this year.       
Participants are reading Mr. Aylesworth's books and preparing welcome signs and 
engaging questions for when he visits Washington on Monday, March 16. After 
presenting at two assemblies, he will be dining and dishing with the Book Club.  

Finally, Washington's Battle of the Books team finished the season in December. 
They worked hard and put forth incredible effort. We're already gearing up for 
next season (Fall 2020) and will be recruiting current third and fourth graders right 
after spring break. We're hoping to get a jump on reading for next year. Talk to 
your reader about joining the team.  

Kindergarten through third grades will soon cast their votes for their favorite 
Monarch nominated book. Most years I have a pretty good idea which book is 
likely to win. Not this year. There are so many excellent choices including 
nonfiction titles that were really well received (like major applause!). Saving 
Fiona: The Story of the World's Most Famous Hippo prompted many students 
to follow her on the Cincinnati Zoo's The Fiona Show channel. Many gave me, 
and their classmates, updates on her exploits. Look for Fiona online. So much 
fun! 



 

Wildcat Newsletter 
Empowering All Students to Succeed in a Changing World  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Kindergarten Registration for the 2020-2021 School Year is coming…. 
before you know it!  

 
If you, or someone you know has a child who will be 5 years of age on or  
before September 1, 2020, please let them know that registration for next 

year begins the first full week of April.  Registration will take place at their 
local school building.  If they are not sure of which school they are districted 
for, please have them check the School Locator tool located here.  Here is a 

link to our Kindergarten  Registration Page where you can find out what you 
need to do/bring to be ready for the big day!  

 
Dates and times:  

 
Wednesday, April 8th  9:00-11:00am & 1:00-3:00pm  
Thursday, April 9th:    1:00-3:00pm & 5:30-7:30pm  

If you miss either of these dates, you can still register at any time afterwards 
at your local school building.  

 

 

     SMILE Dental is coming…..April 2nd!  
A state licensed dentist will be coming to the school and 

will check your child’s teeth and provide a cleaning.  
This service is available to all children regardless of    
insurance status.  Families will be receiving a flyer 

home within the week.  If you haven't received it yet, or 
need more information, please contact our school nurse, 

Terri Bauer, at Tbauer@emsd63.org  

 

https://www.emsd63.org/Page/3047
https://www.emsd63.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=3309


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Helping your children understand the importance of choosing good friends  
….and how to do it 

 
 

It’s always a good time to have a discussion about the importance of choosing good friends. If your children under-
stands what constitutes a healthy friendship they will have a head start on finding the right kind of friends. A lot of 
tears are shed, particularly by girls, over problems with friends.  Understanding a few basics about friendship can 

help prevent those tears from ever being shed, at least for any length of time.  
 

How to choose good friends:  
 

 Discuss what it takes to find a good friend. Encourage them to choose friends who will respect who they are. 
Remember what the wise philosopher and poet Maya Angelou said, “I've learned that people will forget what 
you said, people will forget what you did, but people will never forget how you make them feel.” Be kind to   
everyone, and don’t be drawn into a group of friends that will drag you down and lead you to do things you 
know are wrong. 

 

 When looking for a good friend sometimes all it takes is paying attention to someone you think you’d like to 
be friends with. Standing on the sidelines wishing that person would be your friend rarely works. It takes a little 
effort. So, if you want someone to be your friend be friendly to her or him. That means saying, “Hi,” whenever 
you see them, and do it with a smile. Invite that person to sit with you at the lunch table or to join you in a game 
or other activity. In other words, include them in what you enjoy doing  

 

 If they hear you saying unkind things about other kids, they will easily figure out that you could do the same 
to them. Say good things about others. Stick up for those who are ignored or bullied. This will prove to your new 
friend that you would do the same for them.  

 

 Notice the good things your friend does and comment on it. “That was an awesome report.” Or “You have a 
great voice. I’m glad I’m in choir with you.” Or maybe it will be something as simple as, “Thanks for sharing. 
That was really nice.” When you do or say kind things to others it makes them feel good. That’s the part they 
will remember. That’s what will cause them to want to be your friend.  

 
 

Be a good friend: 
 

 Probably the most important element in having a good friend is to be one. Be all the things you wish your 
friends would be. Review your list of what a good friend is and then work hard at being that person. Good people 
can’t resist wanting to be around other good people. When you make a mistake, apologize and do better next 
time. Also, be willing to forgive and accept an apology from others. We’re all human, and we all make mistakes.  

 

 Be sure your children know they can come to you and talk about problems with their friends anytime. They 
need to know you will listen without lecturing, and will love them through their challenges. (They can also talk 
to their teacher) 

 

Having good friends is an important part of life. We all need them. Helping your children in this part of their young 
journey in life can be an important part of their education. Take it seriously and help prepare them. Good friends can 

be a great comfort now and throughout life  


